THE ROLE OF THINK TANKS
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Organizations generating policy-oriented
research and advice to enable policymakers

and the public to make Info

rmed decisions
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Adapted from McGann, James G. 2014 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report.
http://repository.upenn.edu/cqi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think _tanks
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GOOD THINK TANKS ACT AS BRIDGES
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GOOD THINK TANKS ACT AS BRIDGES
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THINK TANK AFFILIATIONS
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Approximately 6,618 think tanks in operation in 182 countries (2014)
20144, 56,6181 FELI21MERFARIIE

Source: McGann, James G. 2014 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report.
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think_tanks WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE
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* More than half of think tanks in North America
and Europe are university-affiliated
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» University, government affiliated, or for profit

think tanks remain the dominant model for
think tanks In Asia, Latin America, Africa, and

the Middle East
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Influence and independence
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Outputs vs. Inputs
R vs. A
Action vs. ideas
175 vs. IE&
Blurring lines between domestic and
International policy
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501(c)(3)
Center for American Progress
e
501(c)(4)

Center for American Progress

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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United States 3 [E
China # [F
United Kingdom Z[F
Germany f&[F
India ENE
France £ [E
Argentina FrJ{R i
Russia % Z &
Japan HZK
Canada IIEX

1830
429
287
194
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177
137
122
108
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Source: McGann, James G. 2014 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report.
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think_tanks

WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE


http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think_tanks
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think_tanks

W
WHAT ROLE DO THINK TANKS PLAY IN US POLICY?
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Independence
Innovation
Integrity
Respect
Urgency
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FINDING A NICHE
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HOW WE ARE ORGANIZED

Climate
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OUR APPROACH

ey,
©' WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE



OUR APPROACH

ey,
©' WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE



OUR APPROACH

ey,
©' WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE



OUR GLOBAL NETWORK
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Note: These numbers reflect full-time staff only as of April 2015. @ WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE



rigurF 3. Proiected U.S. Emissions in 2020 bv Sector under Different Federal Reculatorv Seenarios

TARGET EXECUTIVE-LEVEL DECISIONS

B Can The U.S. Get There From Here?
e Using Existing Federal Laws
and State Action to
- | Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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The benchmark for federal
GHG reduction action
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WITH DECISION-RELEVANT RESEARCH

Figure ES-1 | Net U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Reference Case and Low-Carbon Pathways Using Existing
Federal Authorities and Additional State Action
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Table ES-2 | 10-POINT ACTION PLAN

Strengthen the Clean Power Plan both in the near
term and over time to fully reflect cost-effective
renewable energy and energy efficiency potential.

Scale up programs for residential and commercial
energy efficiency.

Continue and expand programs to reduce
hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) emissions.

Use emissions standards and voluntary programs
to improve industrial energy efficiency.

Set methane emissions standards for new and
existing natural gas and oil infrastructure.

Extend and strengthen GHG and fuel economy standards
for passenger cars while reducing travel demand.

Extend and strengthen GHG and fuel efficiency
standards for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles.

Accelerate air travel management and establish
standards for new aircraft.

Reduce methane emissions from landfills, coal mines,
and agriculture through standards or other measures.

Reduce emissions from other sources while increasing
carbon sequestration from forests and other land types.
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Building International Networks 032‘ N

OPEN CLIMATE NETWQORK
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THE NEW CLIMATE ECONOMY

The Global Commission on the Economy and Climate
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Climaté action is good for
=% efficiency, competitiveness
and growth
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CNN INTERVIEW ON PAPAL ENCYCLICAL
T DL E L iBERIREZONNIG K

pOPEZV GLOBAL WARMING IS LARGELY MAN-MADE ‘ !
Andrew Steer | President & CEO, World Resources Institute | |
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* Timing: Anticipating what the policy
guestions will be

* Trust: Being seen as a credible and
objective voice

« Collaboration: Coalitions are needed to
achieve real outcomes rather than just
analysis
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Think Tanks and Civil
Transparify ~Societies Program
(University of Pennsylvania)

TTCSP

THINK TANKS AND CivIL SOCIETIES PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLAVNIA
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World Resources Institute (WRI) (United States)

Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) (Sweden)

Worldwatch Institute (United States)

Brookings Institution (United States)

Center for Climate and Energy Solutions (C2ES)

(United States)

Chatham House (United Kingdom)

. Ecologic Institute (Germany)

8. Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)
(Germany)

9. International Institute for Sustainable Development
(11ISD)

10. Center for Environmental Research (UFZ) (Germany)
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Source: 2014 Global Go To Thinik Tank Index Report, Think Tanks & Civil Societies
Program, The Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania; WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=think_tanks
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« U.S. policy is not always created on the basis
of evidence, but benefits greatly from it

 |n particular, the U.S. could stand to benefit
hugely from independent research and
analysis from the Chinese perspective on
environmental issues
— Carbon pricing
— Energy efficiency
— Low emissions zones
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